. 
"9 
= 


Va IEG, 


& I 
* i: 
4 


FITS. I'S 


ng 


% 
S 43% 
[SS 


" 
Tb - BY a x 
IN ka 
4 > #'S dt 
. : Is f 
« CG : 
W324 "00... -> 
77G IST. þ-. : 
4 my = Bal ts 4 . | oL- N 
= IM p , 
G2 - _— py : 
- = . _ : 
S——_— L 24 _ _— 
g I 
ws 


22 
pr 
Iv Sy S 


« 
& J 
* *Y. 
=== 


4 


ng 

aA 2-6 
z £05: FX ” 
Sea : 


$4 ones 


; boy of CANTERBURY, | 


PRES ads > AND... 


 OIX other BEIT 


Toochine OI not Diſtributing and Publiſhing | 
THE LATE - 7 7 


DECLARATION 


Liberty of Conſcience, | | 
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An Anſwer to a Paper importing a Petition of the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury, ang, Six other Bi. 
ſhops, to dis Majeſty, &c. © 


dOT toamuſe my Reader with any Rea- 
pj ſons or Excuſe for this Undertakiog, let 
WZ this ſuffice for bothz That ſeveral Co- 
e pics of this Paper, inſtead of diſtributing 
&x his Majeſties Declaration for Liberty of 
Conſcience, having been privately diſpers'd 
thro' moſt Counties of Ergland, I thought 
it every man's Duty, and (among the reſt) 
mine, to undeceive them who have not-the ſame Brains, but 
more Honeſty and Loyalty, than thoſe that ſent it; and be- 
ſtow ſome Ink upon the Tetter, that it ſpread no farther. 
In order to which, and that every man may at once ſee the 
Whole before him, and thereby come to the truer Concluſion, 


J 


MY 


I ſhall take my Riſe from the Occaſion of this Paper, and 


thence proceed to the Matter ofit. © Now the Occaſion'was 
thus. | | ib $5 07 LSTUPOT HORNS 5 ! 
His Majeſty finding it had beeftthe frequient Endeavors 'of 
the four laſt Reigns, to reguce this Kingdom toan exadt Con- 
formity in Religion, and how little the Succeſs had anſwer'd' 
the Deſign, but rather deſtroy'd Trade, - depoj nes the 
Country, and diſcouraged Stratiges 3: and'being reſolv'd to 
Eſtabliſh his Governimgat 6nTuch'a Fonndation as niight make 
his Subje&ts happy, aMt unite them tohitrby Inclination as 
well as Duty, onthe 4thof April 1687, iſſned his moſt Gra- 
cious Declaration for Lzberty of 'Eonfcrence, thereby declaring, 
That he will Prote&t and Maintain his Archbiſhops, Biſhops, 
and Clergy, and all other his Subjefts of the Church of Er- 
land, inthe free Exerciſe of their Religion, and full Enjoy- 
ment of their Poſleſſions and Properties, as now —— 
A 4 : y 
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(4) 
by Law, without any Moleſtation, &c.—That all Execution 
of Penat Laws for matters Eccleſiaſtical , as Nonconfor- 
mity. &c. ſhall.be, and are thereby -Suſpended.— That 
all his Subjects have leave to meer and worſhip God in their 
own way, without Diſturbance. ——And foraſmuch as the 
benefit af the Service of his SubjeCts is by the Law of. Nature 
inſeparably annexgg to, and inherent in his Royal Perſon, and 
that no one for the future may be under any Difcouragement 
or Diſability, by reaſon of ſome Oaths or Teſts uſually Ad- 
miniftred 3 That no ſuch Oaths or Teſts ſhall be hereafter 
requir'd of them; And that he would diſpenſe with them, &c. 

And becauſe ſeveral Endeavors had been made, to abule the 

EaſineG of the People, as if he might be perſuaded out of 
what he had ſo ſolemnly declared, his Majeſty, as well to ſtop . 
the mouth of Gainſayers, as to ſhew his Intentions were not 
changed ſince the ſaid 4th of April, by a ſecond Declaration of 
the 27th of April laſt paſt, enforces and Etonfirms the ſaid 
former Declaration, conjures his loving Subje&s to lay aſide 
all private Animoſities and. groundleſs Jealouſies, and to 
chooſe ſuch Members. of Parliament as may do their part to 
finiſh what he has begun, for the Advantage of the Monarchy 
over which God hath plac'd him, as being reſolv'd to call a 
Parliament that ſhall meet in November next at fartheſt. 

\- This Declaration was forthwith Printed, and by Order 
of Council required to be diſtributed, publiſhed, and read in 
the reſpeCtive Churches, thro' the Kingdom : And in-that it 
was not enjoyn'd to be read in any the Congregations thereby 
permitted, what greater Evidence can there be of his Ma- 
jeſty's real Intentions to the Church of England, when, how- 
ever he ſuffer'd others, he own'd not yet any Eſtabliſh'd Na- 
rioml Church bur the Churchof Englard? Upon this the en- 
ſuing Paper was on. the 18th of May Mowing (between the 
- Hours of Nine and Ten at Night) Preſented to his Majeſty 
by the Six Biſhops the Subſcribers: 
En 19 
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(5) 
To the King s moſt Excellent Majeſty. 


The humble Petition of William Archbiſhop of Cax- 

zerbury, and of divers of the Suffragan Biſhops of 

' the Province, now preſent with him, in behalf of 

| themſelves, and others of their abſent Brethren, 
| and of the Clergy of their reſpe&ive Dioceſes, 


Humbly ſheweth, 


WE Ti their great Averſeneſs they find in them. 


ſelves to the Diſtribution and Publication in 
all their Churches of Your Majeſties late De- 
claration for Liberty of Conſcience, proceedeth 
neither from any want of Duty and Obedience to 
Your Majeſty, our Holy Mother the Church of En. 
gland being beth in her Principles and conſtant 


Prafices, unqueſtionably Loyal, and having to her | 


reat Honor been more than once publickly acknow- 
ledy'd to be ſo by Your Majeſty; Nor yet. from any 
want of due tenderneſs to Diflenters : Tn relation to 
whom, they are willing to come to ſuch a Temper, as 
ſhall be thought fit, when that Matter ſhall be Con. 
fader'd and Setled in Parliament and Convocation. 
But among many. other Conſiderations, from this 


eſpecially, becauſe the Declaration is founfled upon. 


fſach a Diſpenſog Power, as has been often de- 


clar'd Illegal, in Parliament, and particularly in the 


Years 


C—_ 


(6) 
Years 1662, 1672, and in the begining .of Yonr 
Majeſties Reign, and is a Matter of fo great Mo. 
ment and Conſequence to the Whole Nation, - both in 
Church and State, that Your Petitioners cannot in 
Prudence, Honor, and Conſcience, ſo far make them- 


ſelves Parties to it, as the Diſtribution of it all over 


4 Inſt. 5. 
Idem 36:2. 


25 E. 2. Ce 24, 


$ Eliz. c. I. 
1 Inf. 134. 


the Nation, and Reading it, even in God's Houſe, 
and in the time of his Divine Service muſt amount 
to, in common and reaſonable Conſtruftion. 


Your Petitioners therefore moſt hambly and 

earneſtly beſeech Your Majeſty, that You 

' will be Gracioully pleas'd not to inſiſt upon 

the Diſtribution and Reading Your Maje. 
ſties Declaration. 


Canterbury. 


St. Aſaph. Bath and Wells. 
Chicheſter, Peterborough. 
Eh, Briſtol, 


N D here alſo for Methods ſake, and before I come to 

'N. the Matter of it, I hold it requiſite that I ſpeak ſome- 
what to the Perſons the Subſcribers, and the Time of their 
Preſenting it. / 

As to the Firſt, the Holy Scripture ſtyles Biſhops, The 
Angels of their Churches ; And by the Common Law of England 
the Archbiſhop of Canterbury is Primus Par Angl. The Bi- 
ſhops, Lords Eccleſiaſtical Secular, —and Sit in Parliament 
Fure Epiſcopatr, which they. hold per Baromam, —— The Sta- 
tute (pro Clero) calls them Peers of the Realm. -——- That of 
Queen Elizabeth, One of the greateſt States of the Realm. 
a They have Juriſdiction in Eccleftaſtical Cauſes, and 
are not bound to obey any Mandate but the King's: And by 

| = | reaſon 


"> 
reaſon of all this preſum'd to have a more than ordinary In- 
fluence upon the People. Our Saviour calls his Diſciples, The 
Salt, and Light of the World, And why? Bat that they ſhould 
ſeaſon others with their Doctrin, and guide them by their 
Example, into the way of Peace. His Name is the Prince of 
Peace : His Sermon on the Mount was, Thz Goſpel of Peace : 
The Bleſlirigs in it, are to The Poor 12 Spirit, The Meek, The 


Merciful, T he Peace-makers, &c. His Life was one continued | 


PraCtiſe of it ; And his laſt Legacy to his Diſciples, was Peace, 
He gave to Ce/ar the things that were Ce/ars ; and that Tri- 
bute, which yet. was the product of an Abſolute Power, henot 
only paid it without diſputing the Authority, but commanded 
it to others: And tho' the Imperial Power after his Death 
was of the ſame Abſoluteneſs, yet St. Paul ſays not, the Senate 
had declar'd it Illegal, but calls it 7he Ordinance of God, and 
enjoyns SubjeCtion to it. What the Apoſtles in their time, 
were, the ſame ever, and now challenge the Governors of all 
Churches; next, and under Kings, they are .in the ſtead of 
God to the People 3 and where they make a falſe Step, what 
wonder if the unthinking People forget the Precept, and take 
after the Example? They ſee nothing but (/ab imagine luſea) 
by twilight, and conceive according to the colour of thoſe 
Rods arecaſt before themz They hear a noiſe, but know not 
whence it cometh, or whether it goeth, and run away the 
Cry, without ſo much as laying a Noſe to the Ground for't. 
W hat made the People ſet up Adoniah againſt David's diſpo- 
ſition of the Crown to Solomon ? Abiathar the High Prieſt®vas 
inthe Head of them. What made the Nobles break the Yoak? 
| Fhe Prophets had propheſied fally, the Prieſts applauded it 
with their Hands, and a fooliſh People lov'd to have it ſo. 
Or what made the Jews who had ſo often acknowledg'd our 
Saviour, turn head againſt him, and crucifie him? The Chief 
Prieſts, the Scribes and Elders had poſleſled the People, that 
the Romans would come, and take away their City. Thus 
we ſee what Infliegce Great Men have upon the heedleſs Mul- 
tirade; and theretore how wary ought they to be, how they 
zivethem the leaſt Example of Diſobedience ; for it is ſel- 
dom ſeen, but where the one Diſputes, the other Cavils; and 
where their Leaders make but a Shrug at the Government, 
| the. 


Lord Bacos's 
Eflay of - Setti- 
tion. 


| ($ 
the People think it high time to be Mending it : Our own 


Hiſtories are as one Example of it ; or if they run narrow, 
"Tacitus ray be believ'd of his; Erant in Officio, qui mallent 


mandata Imperantium interpretari, quam exequi, There were 
(faith he) ſome in Power, that were more for Commenting, than 


| Executing the Emperor's Direftions. Nor are Diſputes or Ex- 


cuſes of leſs danger; for itis a kind of ſhaking off the Yoke, 
and an Eſſay of Diſobedience ; eſpecially if- in thoſe Diſpu- 
tings, they which are for the Direction ſpeak fearfuſly and 
tenderly, and thoſe that are againſt it, audactouſly. - And if 
by ſuch means a Fire break out in the State, *twill want no 


= Fuel, when'tis kindled from the Altar. 


And for the Time of their Preſenting it, I ſhall conſider it 
as it may reſpect the preſent Circumftances of the-Kingdom, 
or that half (cantling of time they gave his Majeſty to conſi- 
der of their Excuſes. 

As to the former, the glut of Reformers in Edward the 
Sixth's time was great, and the Qualifications ſo indifferent, 
that the Church of England has ever ſince labor'd under it, and 
the ſame Elements that compounded her, half deſtroy'd her : 
For as the Loaves, not the Doctrin, brought them firſt toge- 
ther, they no ſooner found themſelves ſtraitned. in the Ore, 
than they made it up with the Orher, and themſelves ſome- 


what inthe Broils, that were otherwiſe nothing in the Peace 


of the State. Theſe Humors, during Her, and King Fames's 
Reign, lay fermentingin the Body, but in his Son's breke out 
into a Peſtilence. The Crown fell, the Church follow'd it, 
andthe moſt diligent Enquirer might have ſought England in 
her ſelf, yet-miſs'd her; till at laſt it pleas'd him, whoſe only 
it is to ſtill the raging of the Sea, to ſay to the Madneſs of 
the People, Huc uſque , nec ultra, His late Majeſty King 
Charles the Second was Reſtor'd ; and folittle averſe were the: 
Catholic Lords to the Church of England, that their Votes, 
which otherwiſe might have kept them out, bxought them 
once more into the Houſe of Peers : nor were'they ſcarce 
warm in their Seats, before the Act of Uniformity was Paſs'd, 
and driven with that Violence, that it had like to-have over- 
turn'd all agen. The Diſſeners were not fit for Employ, they 
had Mony intheir Purſes, and the World was wide enough : 

| FR The 


(9) 
The Catholic Lords were leſs ro be- triiſted, they-thmber'd 
the Ground, -and ”twas but fit they. were: down: 1 There re- 
main'd nothing but to caſt otit the Heir, 'and then the TInheri- 
tance would be the eaſier divided: And here alſo it pleas'd 

God to appear in the Mount : He pluck'd him out of the 
deep Waters, and ſet him on the Throne of his Anceſtors : 
And as he cameto the Crown thro' the greateſt of Difficulties, 
hehss been preſerv'd in it by noleſsa Providence. _He ſtifid 
two Serpents in the Cradle of his Empire,/ and in a Three- 
years Government conquer'd all Example, in his own. And 
now, when our tronbl'd Waters had begun to ſettle again, 
what need of whiſtling up the Winds for another Storm ? 
When the Wounds of the Kingdom were almoſt clos'd, what 
Charity was it to unbind them too ſoon, or under pretence of 
eaſing the Patient, to ſet them bleeding afreſh? Ina word, 
when the Brands of our late Rebellions lay ſmother'd in their 
. almoſt forgottenEmbers, what prudence was it to rake them 
into another Flame? I ſee little of the Dove in it, and am 
loth to ſay, too much of the Serpent. 

And for that half ſcantling of time they gave his Majeſty to 
conſider of their Excuſes, it ſeems here alſo, that the Spirit of 
Direction (like Baal in the Kings) was ſome way or other out 
of the way. The DeClaration was no new thing, it had been 
publiſhed the 4th of <{pril 1687, and his Majeſty had re- 
ceiv'd the general Acknowledgments of the Kingdom for it ; 
which argu'd their Satisfaction in it. The Corn was in the 
Ground, and now, if ever, was the time to ſow Tares; and 


therefore to prevent their choking it, his Majeſty the 27th of 


April 1688, (which was one full year, and three weeks after) 
enforces his firſt Declaration, and commands it to be read in 
211 Churches within Ten miles of London, on the 2othand 27th 
of X4xy, and in all other the Churches thro' the Country; on 
the 3d and 1oth of Fwre following ; time enough (one would 


think) to have conſider'd the Matter, ſoas to have given the- 


King ſometime to have advis'd: Whereas on the contrary, 
they make no ſcruple of it, till the 18th of A4ay, about Ten at 
Night, and then (the 19th being a Day appointed for Hunt- 
ing) they Preſent the Paper before mention'd,- as well know- 
ing, that if his Majeſty had an HITEN of Conjitermand- 
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(no) 
ing.his Declaration, he was ſo-ſtraitned in tims; that he could 
not do it, for-it was to: be read the Day after. And what 
can be rationally interpreted from-it, but that they had been 
all that while numbring the People, to ſee whether the Party 
were ſtrong enough ? And I am the rather inclin'd to it, for 
that ſince the time of the firſt Declaration, the DoCtrin of 
Non. reſiſtance has not been ſo much 1n Vogue, as it was for- 
merly ; it would keep cold for another time, and to have 
preſled it now, who knows but the People might have be- 
liev'd it ? In ſhort, Nathan, Zadoc, &c. had ſome pretence 
for oppoſing Adoniah , Me thy Servant, and Zadoc the Prieſt, 
be hath not called. So Core, Dathan, and Abiram, were Eccle- 
fiaſtical Princes , and thought they might have as much 
Right to Govern as doſes :+ But when the Church of England 
(faunded 'on the Law of England) acknowledges the King, 
Supreme in all. Cauſes 3 Themſelves, infra etatem, & in cuſto- 
dis Domini Regis ; when the King by his Declaration has ſe- 
cur'd them in their Religion, Poſleſſions and Properties, and 
by virtue of his Royal Prerogative (and for.the Quiet of the 
Nation), only indulg'd it to others, (yet making no doubt of 
the Parliaments Concurrence in it) isit juſt that Zheir Eye be 
evil, becauſe the King's is good ; or muſt the Kingdom of 
Heaven be confin'd to-a Party ? I never heard that Diſobes 
dience was-any Qualification for it ;. and therefore if they 
will not enter themſelves, why do they ſhut it againſt others, 
that-would enter ? 

But perhaps the Petition (if yet there can be any reaſon 
for the breach of a Duty) may give us the reaſon of it. The 
Title ſays, 1n behalf of themſelves, and others of their abſent 
Brethren, and of the Clergy of their reſpettive Dioceſes, Which 
makes/good what I. before'hinted, that inſtead of Diſtribu- 
ting and;Publiſhing kis Majeſty's Declaration to be Read in 
their reſpective Dioceſes, as in bounden Duty to their Su- 
preme Ordinary the King, they ought to have done; and 
the Clergy, in reſpect of their Canonical Obedience to them, 
wult haveobey'd under the -pain of Suſpenſion, and incaſe of 
Contumacy,of Deprivation z they had been feeling the Pulſe 
of their Clergy, and finding little return from them, but 
Speak, Lord, for thy Servant heareth, they concluded the Flock 

| would 
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would follow the Shepherd ; and conſequently, if the Party 
were not ſtrong enough, the Multitude of the Offenders might 1 
make it diſpuniſhable 3 whereas it has been ſeen, that a Ferry- | 
Boat's taking in too many Paſſengers, to increaſe the Fare, 
has heen often the occaſion of ſinking altogether. And if the 
Loyalty of the Church of England; receive any blemiſh by it, 
what can ſhe ſay, but that ſhe was wounded in the Houſe of her 
Friends ? For by the ſame Reaſon that a Metropolitan refuſes 
the InjunCtions of his Supreme Ordinary the King, by the ſame 
Reaſon may a Dioceſan refuſe his Metropolitan, and every 
inferior Clergy-man his Dioceſan 3; and when the Chain is ' 
once broken, you may diſpoſe the Links as you pleaſe. 

But the Petition ſays, It was neither from any want of Daty t 
and Obedience to His Majeſty. No? [Then why was it not com- | 
ply'd with?Shew me thy Faith by thy Works, ſaith S. Famesz nor 

will it be poſſible to clear that Son of Diſobedience,that ſaid, 

1 go, but went not. A Biſhop (as before) is not bound to obey 

any Mandate but the King's; which Exception proves the 

Rule, and that he is inexcuſably oblig'd to obey the King's : 

For all Biſhops are ſubjeCt to the Imperial Power, who is to be 

obey'd againſt the Will of the Biſhop. Adauritizs the Em- Dufor dub, 
peror (ſays Biſhop Taylor) commanded St. Gregory to hand an /%+ 596: 
unlawful Edict to the Churches; the Biſhop advis'd the Prince, 

that what he went about was a Sin, did what he could io have 

hinder'd it, and yet obey:d.. It was the Caſe of Saul and Sa- 

muel : The King defires Sammel to joyn with him in the Service 

of the Lord; He, with. the liberty of a Prophet, refus'd at 

firſt, but afterwards joyn'd with him. Whereupon the ſaid 

Biſhop in the ſame place further ſays, ' That even the Unlaw- 

ful Edift-of a Lawful Prince may be publiſhed by the Clergy, 'How 

much more then thoſe that are Lawful ? And that this Decla- 

ration is ſuch, I ſhall ſhew preſently, when I come to ſpeak to | 
their Word legal. In ſhort, the Archbifthop of Canterbury'is Zeylin's Life 
Ordinary of the Court, and a Biſhop's private Opinion'may 9f A. B. Laxd. 


be warrant enough for him to ſpeak when he'is requir'd, -but _ Jon 
Not to reprove a Prince upon pretence of Duty... nw TG 


Our:Holy Mother the Church of England being both in ber Prin- 
ciples and-conſtant Prattifes unqueſtionably Loyal. Nor have they 
hitherto appear'd other ; and; if. not Religion, morat Grati- 
| B 2 | 
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"4p. 235, tude muff have obligd them to it. All the Biſhoprics'of Em. 
gland(but-Sodor in 21an, which was Inſtituted by Pope Gregor 
E ok " the Fourth) are of the Foundation of the Kings. of E = 
97. '94 © and thoſe in Walesof the Prince of Wales. Nor is it leſs than 
oi | reaſon, that they look up to the Hand that fed them ; Or to 
whom morejuſtly ought they have paid the Tribute of Obe- 
dience, than to Him that took them from the Flock, and ſate 
them among'Princes ? In a word, the late War was Bellwm 
Epifcopale;, and if King Charles the Firſt would have confirm'd 
the Sale of Church Lands, he had ſav'd himſelf : And why 
then do they reproach the King his Son with their Loyalty, 
when they inſtance the contrary in ſo ſmall a trial ofthat O- 
bedience 3 eſpecially when, were the matter douhtfn]l, the 
Prefumption were for Obedience, andeven unjuſt Commands 
} may be juſtly obey'd ? For as we fear thething is unjuſt, ſo 
1d. Dui. Dub. have we reaſon to fear the evil of Diſobedience, for weare 
#+ 136 531+ ſyrethat is evil; andtherefore we are to change the Specu- 
lativeDoubt into a PraCtical Reſolution, and of two: Doubts 
take the ſureſtpart,and that is to obey z becauſe, in ſuch Caſes, 
Reum. facit Superiorem, ingquitas Tmperandz ; innocentem Subdi- 
tum, ordo ſerviendi + The Evil (if there beany) is imputed to 
him that Commands, not him that Obeys, who is not his 
Prince's Judge, but Servantz/ and they. that are under Autho- - 
rity are to Obey, not. Diſpute'z nor ſhall:any thing done by 
9 Coke 68. vertue thereof be ſaidto be comtra pace... David commanded - 
10Coke70 Foabto put Uriah'in the Head of the Battel, to the endithat he 
might faltby the Enemy : Foabobeys, Uriab is kill'd z and yet 
i not Foab, who might haveprevented it, but David, who com- 
manded it, is charged with the Maurther. In-a word, ta;pre- 
tendLoyalty for a common Principle, and yet make Diſpu- 
ting.and Diſobedience the Practice of it; what Is it, but a 
drawing near with the Mouth, when the Heart is fartheſt 
from it ? The Voice (perhaps) may be;the Voice of Facob, but 
'- the Hands are the Hands of Eſa. | 
' «And baving to: ber great. Honor been. more than once publickly 
acknowleds'd tobe ſo by Your Majefty. And do's his Majeſty 
. les'thanacknowledee it/in this Declaration ? He has in the 
Word of a-King ſecur'd- to them their Religion, Poſleſſions - 
and Properties: - And why? but to. aſlure them he repented - 
SI ROE 


| 
/ 
| 


P 


(13), 


not. theCharacter: And it was their Intereſt, if not Duty, to- 


keep it, up 4 nay, the Honor WC os Church depended on it, 
inaſmuch as Men-value things-accorclng to the preſent Good 
or Evil they do in the World; and what Advantage canthat 

Religion give usto another Life, when it ſhall be found miſ- 
chievous; or deſtructive to this? They have (I ſaid) the Word 
of a King. for their Security ; but if they force him in his own 
defence, to ſecure againſt it, whom can they blame but them- 
ſelves, who firſt made the Challenge ? Abiathar's Service to 
David, was acknowledg'd by Solomon, but when he once began 
to boggle, he forgave, but remov'd him. And our Biſhop 
Bonner, tao? he got his Biſhoprick by thwarting the Pope, yet 
he loſt it agen by oppoſing. the:King. In a/word;- the Holy 
Spirit-in; the Apocalyps, acknowledges the! good works of the 
Seven Churches of ' Afia,” but bids ſome of: them remember 
whence they had fall'n,and repent, and do the firſt works,. or 
he would, remove their Candleſtick. . 

Nor yet from any want of due tenderneſs to- Diſſenters, No ? 
Why then have thoſe Penal Laws beenexecuted with ſo much 
rigor againſt them? Or why are they ſoaverſe from having 
them eas'd at prefent ? What brought them into this King- 
dom, I have touch'd before, and what turi'd them: out agen, 
and our Trade with them, is demonſtrable'enoughin the late 
Proteſtants of France. I will not ſay but they might have been 
kept out at firſt; bur being ſertFd and embodied into a Peo- 
ple, it may ſeem ill Policy to remove any Greater number to 
gratifiea Leſſer. It is not the Nobility,or the Gentry, that are 
the Traders.z nor is it the Gown that enriches more than par- 
ticular-Perſons : .but the Trade of the.-Merchant, and the In- 
duſtry of the Middle-fort, thatenriches a Nation,and without. 
which ene. Porta, let a Kingdomhave: never ſo good Limbs, 
it will have but empty Veins. It was Trade-gave England its 
firſt Credit abroad, and the ManufaCtureat home found mat- 
ter to it 3 the Onedrein'dother Kingdoms to water our own, 
andthe Other brought a Ballanceto it; in making the Export 
come upto the Import, and: both together ſecur'd the Domi- 
nionof the Sea, and made the Wealth of 'either Indie a kind of 
Acceſſary toitz. andall this carry'd on' by the -Middle-ſort of 
People. Take our Sea-Ports, and the Sea-man is but here arid 

there 
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therea true Church-of-England-man : The Merchant that em- 
ploys him not much berterat' Heart : The Artifan thro' the 
Kingdom has more than a Spice of the Diſeaſe z and the Body 
of the People not leaſt infeCted with it. However, let them 
be quiet within themſelves, and they diſpute no Authority ; 

' but when they are uneaſie, and mew'd up at home, what won- 
_ derifthey changeir for a freer Air? What makesus complain 
of the wantof Trade? That our Neighbors have gotten into 
our ManafzCture ? That. our Ships are not ſo well Mann'd as 
formerly ? And the Rents of Lands fall'n? The Reaſon is ob- 
vious : Our ſelves have cut off our own Hands. The Merchant 
fits down with what he has, or turns Builder ; The Work- 
man carries his Art with him; The Sea-man will have his 
Opinion, as well as his Pay ; Andthe Lump of the Peopletheir 
Conſciences , or Good-night Landlord ! Whereas, ſince his 
Majeſties late Indulgence, Trade is viſibly encreaſed, Building 
ſtops of it ſelf, the Kingdom begins to People agen, and the nu- 
merous Addreſleson this occaſion, ſpeak ſo general a Satisfa- 
Ction, that if ſuch be the Dawn, what may there not be expect- 
ed from its full Day ?. And is there'no Equity, that the Catho- 
lic alſocome in for aſhare, tho' the word Diſſenter ſeems not 
(in proper Speech) to comprehend him ; for neither the Law 
of England, or themſelves, ever knew him by that Name? 
However, that ſome tenderneſs might bedue to them, may be 
gather'd from the Engliſh Litany.” The Church of Zrgland 
knows the King profeſles the Faith of Rome; And therefore 
when they beſeech God, That it may pleaſe thee to keep and ſtreng- 
then in the true woiſhiping of thee, in righteouſneſs and holineſs of 
Life, thy Servant; James,:0ur moſt gracions"King and Governor, 

' what do they mean by it? if after the way which ſome of them 
call idolatry, ſo worſhips he the God of his Fathers, and they 
beſeech God to keep and-ftrengthen him in the true worſhip- 
ing of him, they imply that Worſhip to be a true Worſhip ; 
and if they do not believe it, and yet uſethe words, how will 
they avoid, a Sin?. for whatever is not of Faith, is Sin. In a 
word;; The King has .made a: General Indulgence-to all his 
Subjects, The Catholics fall under no particular Exception, 
in it ; And therefore, the Law of Reaſon, as well as the Lzoy 
of the Land gives them the benefit of it. - : 


In 


(15) 

In relation to whom, they are willing to'come to ſuch a, Temper, 
44 ſhall be thought fit, when that Matter ſhall be Conſider'd and 
Setled in Parliament and Convocation. What the Temper hi- 
therto has been,is but tooſenſible atready, & what it is like to 
be for the future, may be gueſs'd by what's paſt. The King 
(who by the Law of England is Supremw in Eccleſiaſticis) has 
'Thought fit, Confider'd, and Setled the Matter ; and were a 
Parliament now Sitting, the King 1s ſole Judge, all the reſt but 
Adviſers. The Royal Prerogative is a part of that Law of the 
Land, and by that Authority the King has Setled it ; and 
therefore it becomes no Man to be wiſer than the Law. Nor 
is the Advice of 1gnatizs to his Clergy forreign to it, Nolte 
Principes irritare ut acerbentur, ne anſam detis 11s qui illam contra 
v0s querunt. Provoke not Princes ({aith he) to become bitter, 
leſt ye hand an Occaſion to thoſe that ſeek one againſt ye. Bat 
ſuppoſing it a matter only cogniſable in Parliament, why 
could not they have held till then, and in the mean time o- 
bey'd ? eſpecially, when the King had by the fame Declara- 
tion declar'd his Reſolution of calling a Parliament in No- 
vember next at fartheſt; and our Law ſays, Extra Parliamen- 
tum nulla petitio eft grata, licet neceſſaria. No Petition, how ne- 
ceſſary ſoever, 1s grateful out of Parliament. Or how then 


22 E. 3. 3o 
Stan. PI, Cor. 
1 62. 

I Inſt. 97» 


Epift, 12. 


4 Infl. 11> 


could the Convocation be concern'd in it? for (beſides that the / 


matter is meerly Political, and ſingly reſpects the Quiet of the 
Kingdom } if the King, who is Supreme Ordinary of all Ex- 
gland, may by the ancient Laws of this Realm; and without 
Parliament, make Ordinances and Conſtitutions for the Go- 
vernment of the Clergy, and deprive them for Non-obedience 


thereunto, - as has been more than once reſolv'd, he may ; cyvot Fa £37 


whathave the Conyocation to be conſulted init ? Eſpecially 
when they have'ſooften, in Henry the Third, Edward the-Se- 
cond, and Edward the Third's time, been commanded by the 
King's Writ, That as they love their Baronies, (which they 
hold of the King) That they intermeddle with nothing that 
concern'd the King's Laws of the Land, his Crown and-Dig- 
nity, his Perſon, or his State, or the State of his Council, or 
Kingdom :- (Scituri pro-certo quod fi fecerint,, Rex inde ſe capiet 
ad Baroniai ſua) willing them to:know for' certain, That if 
they did, the: King would ſeize their Baronies. And by the 
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of the Kingdom may be held and axecuted : The King con- 


Statute of Hexry VHEitisprovided,' That no Canons'or Con- 
ſtitutions ſhonld bemade, or put in Execution by. their Autho- 
rity, which were contrariant;. or.repugnant tothe King's Pre- 
rogative, the Laws, Cuftoms, or Statutes of the Realtn. ; In'a 
word, the King has commanded, they havediſobey'd, and by 
their 111 Example perverted others, and are yet very unconde- 
ſcending (for 1o the People word it) themſelves. And what 
would Hen. YII1. have done in ſuch a Caſe; madeuſeof his laft 
Argument, or thrown up the Game for a few croſs Cards ? 
But among many other Conſiderations, from thus eſpecially,becauſe 


this Declaration 4 founded upon ſuch a Diſpenſing Power, as has 


beenoften declared Illegal in Parliament : And what were thoſe 
Conſiderations ?-:If a Man ſhould put an 11] Conſtruction upon 
them, itmay be ſaid, their Lordſhips never intended itz and 
if they- intended not to amuſe the People, why did they not 
ſpeak plain Engliſh, and ſpecifie thoſe Conſiderations ? -inaſ- 
much as all Petitions ought to contain Certainty, and Particu- 
larity, ſo as a diref&t Anſwer may be given to them; which 
could not be here : For whatever-the King's Anſwer might 
have been,ſomewhat morealſomight have been hook*d infrom 
the words; And Alexzndecr would: have given:it a ſhort An- 
ſwer, (Aut Ligna inferte, aut Thus.) Either made it a Chimney 
or anAltar. But it ſeems it mov'd in fundry places, tho' the 
beſt Scripture for this pretended lllegality,be a Declaration:in 
Parliament : Their Lordſhips mſtance nothing beyond their 
own time z but 1.conceive'it not impoſſible to bring them thoſe 
of elder times, that have been ſo'far from_doubting the King's 
Diſpenſing Power, that they held it unqueltionable. -. 
' The Stat. x 4. 4.c.6. ſays, The King 1s contented to becon- 
cluded by the Wiſe Men of his Realm, touching the Eſtate of 
him-and his Realm; Savingalways the King's Liberty, 5. e. his 
Prerogativeof varying from that Law, ashe ſhould ſee cauſe. 
In the Parliament Roll, 12. 5. NV. 22. the Statutes againſt 
Proviſors areconfirm'd ; and that the King ſhall not give any 
Proteftion or Grant againſt the Execution of them!'; Saving 
to the King his Prerogative. - And what was meant by that, 
may appear by a Prior Roll of the ſame year, N. 15. wherethe 
Commons pray, That'the-Statutes-for the putting Aliens out 


ſents, 


Pt (17) 

- Tents, ſaving hisPreropative, and that he diſpenſe with ſuch as 
he ſhall pleaſe. Upon which the Commons anſwer, That their 
intention was fio other, and by the helpof God never ſhall be. 
-” Queen'Eheaberb had diſpens'd with the ancient 'Form and 
Manner of Inveſting and Conſecrating of Biſhops, and the Par- 
1iament of the 8th of her Reign, cp. 1. declares it Lawful, as 
being done by her inherent Prerogative. And when by the 
ſame Prerogative or Privilege, and Royal Authority, (for fo 
iris worded) ſhe diſpens'd with the Uniyerſities; &c. ſo Po- 
piſh a thing as Latin Prayers, and which their Lordſhips the 
Biſhops ſtil] nſe in Convocations, tho?” ir be directly contrary 
to the Stat. 1 Elz, c. 1. for uſing the Common Prayer in the 
 Vulgar Tongue only : what is meant by it, but that the Queen 
might lawfully diſpenſewith that Statute ?. for if otherwiſe, 
there is no Eccleſiaſtical Perſon in the Kingdom, but would 
have found the Temporal Cenfures too, heavy for him, when 
it had-been too late to have ask'd a Parliamentary Conſidera- 
tion, whether Legal or not. 

And inparticularin the Tears 1662 and 1672, and in the begin- 
ning of Tour Aajeſty's Reign. As tothe firſt of which, matter 
of FaQ ſtands thus: King Charles II. by his Declaration from 
Breda, had declar'd- Liberty for tender Conſciences, and thar 
no man ſhould be diſquieted for difference in Opinion in mat- 
ters of Religion, which did not diſturb the Peaceof the King- 
dom. - And in his Declaration of the 26th of December fotlow- 
ing ſtood firm to it, bſthat no ſach#Bill had been yet offer'd 
him. While it thus lay, an ACt of Indempnity, and one other 
of Uniformity were Paſs'd : The firſt regenerated themſelves; 
and the ſecond, with the old Ingredient, The Growth of Popery, 
was a Probable way to excludeothers. The 25th and 26th of 
February the Commons come to ſome Reſolves againſt Thar 
and Diſſenters; which; with the Reaſonsof them (wherein yet 
they declare not the Declaration Illegal) they Preſent his Ma. 
jeſty on the 28th in the Banquerting- Houſe, The King com- 
plies; ahd it was too ſoon after a Rebeition to have done 0- 


% 


therwiſe: However, if they had declar'd it Illegal, it was but 
the ſingle Opinion of the Commons, wherein the Lords made 
- no Coneurrence: Andtherefore to ſay, This Diſpenſing Power 
-. was inthe Parliament of 1662' declar'd legal, when (in com- 
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monand reaſonable Conſtruftion)aDeclaration in Partiament 
is intended of both Houſes of Parliament; why may it:not be 
as..well_urg'd, That. thoſe other Votes and-Reſolvesof The 

Commons, touching the -Billof Excluſion, were a Legal De- 
claration in Parliament, when yet the Lords ſwept their Houſe 
of it : 

Then for that other of 1672, the King in the Interval-of 
Parliament was engag'd in a War with the Dutch and, to {e- 
cure Peaceat home while he had War abroad, had put forth a 
Declaration for Indulgence to Diſſenters : The Parliament - 
meet, grant a Supply of Twelve hundred thirty eight thou- 
ſand ſeven hundred and fifty Pounds ; and without charging 
the Declaration with Illegality,-pray his Majeſty to recall it. 
The Argument prevail'd, and the King did it : Which 
ſhews, that it was in the King's Option not to have done it, 
or done 1t. 

And laſtly, for that other inthe beginning of his Majeſty's 
Reign, That alſo (without declaring it Illegal) was but ſome 
Heatsof the Commons. There were at that time two open 
Rebellions; the King (who is ſole Judge of the Danger of the 
Kingdom, and how to avoid it) had granted Commillions to 
certain Perſons not qualifi'd according to the Statute 2 5 Car. 2. 
The Commons offer to bring in a Bill for the Indempnifying 
thoſe Perſons : The King knew his own Authority, and ended 
the Diſpute. And if any mandoubtsthe Legality of the King's 
diſpenſing with that Statute, a ſubſequent Judgment (in the 
Caſe of Sir Edward Hayes) has determin'd the Point ; And 
that the Power of diſpenſing.with Penal Laws, upon Neceſlity, 
or urgent Occaſions, of.which the King is ſole Judge, is an in- 
ſeparable Prerogative in the King, not-given him in Truſt, or 

deriv'd from the People, but the ancient Right of the Crown, 
innate in the King, and unalterable-by them. - And that this 
has been. the ancient - Judgment of the Judges from time to 
time, I ſhallmeet with the occaſion of ſhewing it in the next: 

Paragraph. 

And u a matter of ſo great Moment and Conſequence to the 
whole Nation, both in Church and State. And ſo indubitably is 
it, that nothing can be more: For the beſt of Laws being but 
good Intentions, if a Prince ſhould be ty'd upto fach unalte- 
| Fable 


(19). 


table Decrees, as in no caſe whatever he might very from 


them, it t ſohappen, that what at one time was intended 
for the good of Church and State, may at another prove the 
deſtruction of both, if not as timely prevented. The preſent 
Caſe is a pregnant Inſtance of it : One would have thought, 
that the frequent Endeavors of the four laſt Reigns, for there- 
ducing this Kingdom to-an exatt Conformity .in Religion, 
might have anſwer'd the Deſign; but (if his Majeſty in his 
Declaration had not told us his thonghts of it) our own Expe- - 
rience might have taught us, the Effe@ts thereof have in a man- 
ner brought the Kingdom to nothing : And what ſhould the 
King have done in this Caſe, fate ſtil], and expeRed a Miracle. 
or interpos'd his Royal Authority for the faving it? The 
Queſtionanſwers it ſelf : And if the Power of Diſpenſing with 
Penal Laws, were not inſeparably and unalterably in him, 
how could he have done it ? Wharelder Parliaments have de- ' 
clar'd in it, I have already ſhewn; and that the Judges ſucceſ- 
tively have gone with it, is, or may be, obvious to every man. 
Snch was the Reſolution of all the Juſtices in the Exchequer- 
Chamber, 2 R.3.12. And that the King might grant Licenſe a- 
gainlt a Penal Statute. And what 1s that, but a diſpenſing with 
it.? In like manner, by all the Juſtices in the ſame place, 
2 H. 75.6. That the King may grant a Nor obſtante to a Pe- 
nal Stature, tho' the Statate ſay , ſuch Voz obtaxte ſhall be 
meerly void; and fach was the Caſe there. —The 13 Z. 7. 8. 
tothe ſame purpoſe. ——Allow'd for good Law. 'Plowd. Com. 
5O2. Confirm'd by Sir Edward Coke, 7 Coke 36. and 
12 Coke 18, 19. And laſtly, by a Judgment in his now Maje- 
- ſty's Reign, of which before. And if ſoneceſſary a part of the 
Goverament, ſo. folkemnly determined by Partiaments and 
Judges, -is fit to be ſligfted, or not obey'd, which amounts to 
the ſame, I leave it to every man. | | 
That Yonr Petitioners cannot in Prudence, Honor, 'and Conſci- 
ence, ſo far make themſelves Parties to. it, az the diſtribution of it 
all over the Nation, and reading it even in God's Houſe, and in the 
time of bny Divine: Service, muſt amount to in commgn and reaſon. 
able Conſftruttion. And onthe other hand 1 conceive, that both, 
in Prudence; Honor, and Conſcience, they were. highly obligd. 
toit: For what is Prudence, but the aCtive Faculty 6f ng" | 
i= | G 2 | irect- 
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direQing Actions morally, good. to their, immediate Ends 3 


' That this Declaration is morally good, appears by the pur+ 


port of it ; and that is, Hs Majeſty's defire of Eſtabliſhing bis 


. Government 0n ſuch a Foundation, as may makg his Subjetts happy, 


and unite them to him-by Inclination a well as Duty. And what 
greater Prudence could there have been, than by their Lord- 
ſhips diſtributing that Declaration as enjoyn'd to them, and 
by. their Paſtoral, Authority requiring it-to be read in all 
Churches,&c. to have directed it to its immediate Ends,which 
were the Eſtabliſhing the Government, and making the Sub- 
jets happy? Or, if Wiſdom muſt come in for a ſhare, the 
Offices of That are Eleftion and Ordination; the choice of 


right Means for, ard ordering them arightto their End. The 


right Means of quieting the Nation was before them ; and 
I think it no queſtion, whether their Lordſhips notdiſtributing 
it, has order'd it aright to the End. The King had enjoyn'd it 
to be publiſh'd, and Wiſdom m this caſe (like Scripture) is net 
of private Interpretation, but lies in him that has the Power 
of Commanding, not in him whom Conſcience binds to obey. 
In a word, if Obediencein Subjects is the Prince's Strength, 
and their own Security, what Prudence or: Wiſdom could it 
be, by weakning the Power of Commandang, to leſlen their 
own Security ? ich "2 
Then for Honor and Conſcience, tho'.in this place they ſeem 
to. mean the ſame thing, and, may be both reſolv'd into V;4 
conſcire fibi, yet TV taks them ſeverally..; And how ſtands 
it with the Honor of the Church of England,, both in Principles, 
and conſtant Prattices, unqueſtionably Loyal , and to her great 
Honor, more than once ſo acknowledg'd by His Majeſty, to itart 
aſide in this Day of her trial? Both the laſt Armagh's, Uſher 
and Brambal z Biſhop Sanderſon, BiſhoggHorlcy, &c. have all 
along by their DoCtrin, and Practices, beat down that other, 
of Reſiſting Princes, in that the Church of England held no ſuch 


Cuſtom : nor have the moſt eminent of her Clergy, Dr. Sher-+ 
- lock, Dr. Scott, and others, until this laſt uncomplying Com-- 


pliance, taken any other Meaſures. And ought not their Pra- 
Rice now, to have made good their Principles ? Or that. Ad- 
vice of the preſent Biſhop of Ely. to the, Churchof Englandzio! 
haye been conſider'd, and follow'd ? Zen her be:rbankfwl-(ſaith 

re N | he) 


(21) 


he) toGod, for the Bleſſings ſhe hath, and unto the K ing, under His Corona! 
whom they wil be contina'd to her ; And take heed of overturning, tion Sermon, 
or undermining the Fabrick,, becauſe ſhe cannot have the Roo:r that P48: 27 


would chooſe in it, And what greater Afay to ir can 
there be, than Diſobedlence ? inaſmuch as he that thinks his 
Prince ought not to be obey'd, will from one Thing to another, 
coine at laſt to-think him not fir to be King, Nor mult the 
Anniverſary of the now Biſhop of Cheſter, be paſs'd in iilence, 
Tho the King (ſaith he) ſhould not pleaſe, or humor us ;, tho' he 


rend off the Mantle from our Bodies, (as Saul did fromSamuel) on that occa- 
nay tho' he ſhould Sentence us to Death (of which, bleſſed be God and fon, p. 13, 14+. 


the King, there ts no danger) yet if we are living Members of the 
Church of England, we muſt neither open our Mouths, or lift our 
Hands againſt him, but honor him before the Elders, and People of 
Iſracl. And having inſtanc'd in the Examples of The Prophers, 


our Saviour, his Diſciples, and Chriſtian Biſhops under Heathea 


Perſecutors, and demanded, whether ever the Sanbedrim que- 


ſtion'd their Kings ? Nor muſt we (ſaith he) askour Prince, wby* 


he Governs us otherwiſe, than we pleaſe to be Govern'd our ſelves : 
We muſt-neither call him to account for hzs Religion, nor queſtion his 
Policy, in Civil Matters ;, for he t made our King by God's Law, 
of which the Law of the Land ts only D:clarative, In a word, 
. this and the like has been the DoCtrin of the Church of Er- 
gland, and when on that ground, his Majeſty has more than 
once acknowledg'd her; Loyalty, who in Hqnor more oblig'd 


to make it good, than thoſe that ſerve at her Altar? unleſs - 


(perhaps) they coin a Diſtinction to Salve it, And that the 


Church may be of one Opinion, and the Church-men of ano- - 


_ ther. 


beſides what-I ſaid before, that the People are apter to follow 
Example than Precept, every Man (and eventheir Lordſhips 
with the reſt) is Party, and privy, to an ACt of Parliament,and 
bound in Conſcience to the obſervance of it : Nor is there ei- 


ther Biſhop, or Clergy-man in the.Church of Ezgland, who . 


has not Subicrib'd to the: Lawfulneſs of this Declaration's be- 


ing read-in the Church, during, the time of Diviae' Service... 


As thus: Every Clergy-man at the time of his Inſtitution, Sub- 
ſcribes (in a Book kept for that purpoſe) That the King's, 


Majeſty. 


\. And then in Conſcence, their Obligation was higher ; for - 
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(22) 
Eccleſiaſtical Majeſty under God, is the only Supreme Governor 'of this 
' Canons 1603, Realm; And that the Book of Common-Prayer containeth 


nothing init, contrary to the Word of God. Now, the Book 


of Common-Prayer, as it is now uſed in and thro? the Church 


of England, is Enacted by Authority of Parliament, to be read 


in ſuch Order and Form, as is mention'd in the {aid Book : 
And the Rubrick,. e. the Order and Form, how thoſe Prayers 
{hall be read, is:to all intents and purpoſes, as muck, Enacted 
as the Book its ſelf ; And in that Rabrick, next after the N= 
cene Creed (in the Communion Service) follow theſe words : 
Then ſhall the Curate declare unto the People what Holy-days, or 
Faſting-days are in the Week following to be obſerved, &Cc. - And 
nothing ſhall be proclaimed or publiſhed in the.Church, during the 
time of Divine Serzice, but by the Miniſter Nor by him any 
thing, but what u preſcribed by the Rules of thi: Book, M2 enjopn- 
ed by the King, 07 by rhe Ordinary of the Place. Now when all 
Clergy-men have Subſcribed, That the Book of Common- 
Prayer, containeth nothing in it, contrary to the Word of 
God'; and that the King hasenjoyned, That his Declaration 
be read in all Churches, during the time of Divine Service ; 


theſe Subſcriptions of theirs (beſides: the Authority of King 


and Parliament) conclude themſelves, from offering any 
thing againſt the Lawfulneſs of reading it, as it had been en- 
joyn'd tothem, and the Rubrick, requir'd of them. And being 


ſo, what Excuſeggn there be, why they diginot read it ? - 


Or ſuppoſe that Clauſe, D2 enjopned by the King, had not 
b@ in the Rubrick, (as it was firlt inſerted in this at of - 


niformity, and every Man that was of the Convocation of 


1661, knows by whom: ): were none of the King's Declara- 


' tionsever read in Churches (and that, during the time of Di- 


vine Service) before that time? I think there were, and (a- 
mongſt many others) that of the Declaration for Sports, for 


one. Or that the Ordinary of the Place had enjoyn'd the con- 


trary, ought not the King, the Supreme Ordinary, and as their 
Subſcriptions farther acknowledge, The Supreme Governor of 
this Realm under God, to haye been firſt obey'd ? I think he 
oughty for the Authority of the Greater, ſuperſedes the Leſ- 


ſer 3 nor is there any Power in his Dominions, but what is 
deriy'd from him. And whatever Station the King has given 


them 


(23) 
them in the Church, it isnot to be preſum'd, he thereby lock'd: 
out hunſelf. Nor muit a Remark of the faid Biſhop of Chefer, 
In his Sermon before mention'd, be forgotten here : The Fews Pap. 15. 
(faith he.) ſay, That the Keys of the Temple were not hung at the 
High Prieſts Girdle, but laid every Night under Solomon's Pil- 
low, as belonging to his Charge. The Moral of it holds trye; for 
when a Prince ſhall have little Authority in the Church, it i3 
not to be expected he ſhoyld have much better in the State. 

And Laſtly, for their -Lordſhips /o far making themſelves 
Parties to it, as the Diſtribution and Reading of it, &C. muſt a- 
mount to, in common and reaſonable Conſtruttion, A Clergy-man's 
meerly Reading the Common-Prayer in his'Church, is no gi- 
ving his Aſlent to it, unleſs after his ſo Reading ir, he ſhall 
publickly, and openly, before the Congregation there aſſem- 
bled, declare his unfeigned Afſent, and Conſent, to all and 
every thing contained, and preſcribed in and by the ſaid Book, 
\Entituled, The Book of Common- Prayer, &c. which neceſlarily Yid. A& of 
implies, that neither the Diltributing, nor Reading it, '&c, Uniformity 
can in-common and reaſonable Conſtruction amount, to the pryrecatrvty / 
making the Publiſher, or Reader of it, a Party to it. Prayer-Book.; 
The Apoſtle ſays, Submit your ſelves to every Ordinance of Par.3, 4. 
Man for the Lord's ſake. And upon this the Biſhop of Hereford 
grounds his Judgment, for the Reading this Declaration. The ,x;.1... n;. 


King (faith he) eayreſy commanding it to be read in all Churches, (courſe on this. 


without requiring hjm that reads 1t, to declare either his Conſent, occaſiqn. 
Aſn, Allowin > Fn, it ; I would glag'y know how this is p 
ray cel &of God? Shewit me. Or Ff, as it4s ſaid, this 
Diſpenſing Power be contrary to the Laws of the Land, as is decla-. 

red in the Parliament 1662 and 1672., us it contrary to the Law 

of God? Shew it me, (pag. 5. 6.) Or that to read any thing in 

the Houſe of God, # declaring my Conſent to 1t ? (pag. 8.) No 
certaialy ; (pag. 9g.) for in the reading this Declaration there 1s 

no Doftrin taught, only matter of Fatt declared, andperchance, to. 

try my Qbedience, ( pag. 10.) eAnd done out of pure Obedience to 

my King, upon God's Command, and. to ſo good an Ena, as the pre- 
ſerving Truth and Peace among us : Which if we loſe on this Occa-. 

fron, they will have much to anſwer for who are the Authors of it, 

(pag. 13.) Beſides whom, there are ſeveral other Biſhops of: 


the Church of Exzgland, who have obey'd his Majeſty's Com- 
| mands. 


- 
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Gor as he has more hart once —__ the Cherch 


alide all private Animolities, pe rondien fe Houlies JO 
us Fear God, and' Honor the King, and roediſiner theftncy A 
of our own Hearts, by diſtruſting our Prince's. bs 

In a word, Let every Man in his Station, contribute (bis 
ite) to the Peace, and Greatneſs of his Country : Let him 
| ſhew his Love to God, in his Obedience to his Prince : . And let 
\F 10 man, by ſetting up Conſcience againſt Duty, run the ha- 

[3 zard of daſhing the Firſt Table againit the Second. 
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